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Advice

® Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
® Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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SECTION A
Answer ALL questions.

Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Study Source 1 in the sources booklet before you answer this question.

1 (a) Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into Josef Stalin’s decision §§“;§§
to launch an attack on the kulaks in 19297 *&f??‘i*t

Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about it and your
own knowledge of the historical context.
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.] 55K
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Study Source 2 in the sources booklet before you answer this question.
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(b) How much weight do you give to the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the
impact of government policies on the role of women in the years 1917-36?
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Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about it and your
own knowledge of the historical context.
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[The live question paper will contain six more pages of answer lines.]

(Total for Question 1 = 25 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A =25 MARKS
. J
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SECTION B
Answer ONE question in Section B.
You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.
EITHER

2 How accurate is it to say that Stalin achieved absolute control over the Soviet
Government in the years 1929-417

(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)
OR
3 To what extent was dissidence a problem for the Soviet state in the years 1965-82?

(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)
OR

4 How far was resistance within the Communist Party responsible for the failure of
economic reform in the years 1982-91?

(Total for Question 4 = 25 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box £ and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 25 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER =50 MARKS
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Sources for use with Section A.

Source 1: From a speech on agrarian policy by Joseph Stalin to a conference of Marxist

students, 27 December 1929. Here is he commenting on the policy of
collectivisation.

Until recently the Party adhered to the policy of only restricting the exploiting
tendencies of the kulaks. This policy was absolutely correct at the time. We
could not have undertaken such an offensive against the kulaks some five
years or three years ago. We should certainly have failed. In 1927 the kulaks
produced over 600 million poods* of grain, about 130 million poods of which
they sold outside the rural districts. That was a serious power to be reckoned
with. We did not yet have the state farms and collective farms which could be
the basis for a determined offensive against the kulaks.

But today we have an adequate material base for us to strike at the kulaks, to
break their resistance, to eliminate them as a class, and to replace their output
by the output of the collective farms and state farms. You know that in 1930
the gross grain output of the collective farms and state farms will amount to
incomparably more than the kulaks supplied in 1927.

*pood - a unit of measurement equal to approximately 16 kg
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Source 2: From Leon Trotsky, The Revolution Betrayed: What Is the Soviet Union and
Where Is It Going?, published in 1937. Leon Trotsky, a leading member of the
Bolshevik government after the 1917 revolution, wrote this book in 1936
in Norway after he had been exiled by Stalin’s government. Trotsky was the
most prominent of Stalin’s opponents. Here he is commenting on the policies
towards women in the Soviet state.

The October revolution honestly fulfilled its obligations in relation to women.

The young government not only gave them all political and legal rights in

equality with men, but, more importantly, did all that it could to secure their

access to all forms of economic and cultural work. The revolution made a

heroic effort to destroy the so-called ‘family hearth’ - that outdated institution 5
in which the women of the toiling classes perform slave labour from

childhood to death. The family was to be replaced by a system of créches,
kindergartens, schools, social dining rooms and social laundries. This was to

bring to women a real liberation from slavery.

The working women and the more advanced peasants appreciated the 10
advantages of the collective care of children as well as the socialisation of

the whole family economy. During the lean years of the 1920s, workers and

families ate in social dining rooms. But from the moment of the abolition of

the food-card system* in 1935, all the better-placed workers began to return

to the home dining table. But home-cooking, which is now shamefacedly 15
celebrated by journalists, means the return of the workers’ wives to their

pots and pans - that is a return to the old slavery. It is doubtful if the 1935

resolution of the Communist International on the ‘complete triumph of

socialism in the Soviet Union’ sounds very convincing to the women of the

factory districts. 20

*food-card system - this was a system for rationing food introduced by the Communist
Party in 1931
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